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OUR COMMON FUTURE
We, youth of the world’s regions in conflict, have come to The Hague to put our 
differences behind us and pursue a better future. We remember the past, but choose 
not to remain captive to it. Instead, we seek to move past the mistakes of previous 
generations and to achieve peace together. 

Half of the joint population of Israelis and Palestinians is below the age of 25. Their 
futures are, and will remain, captive to the errors of the past unless they are involved 
in creating a sustainable peace. This leads us to believe that a grass roots, youth-led 
initiative has the power to build hope among young Israelis and Palestinians. In the 
following pages, we seek to provide a first step on this road to peace.

 

1
 

EXPERIENCE 

 Throughout this process, a deep belief has grown among the delegates of the 
Youth Peace Initiative (YPI) that peace between Israelis and Palestinians is possible. 
The mutual respect and willingness of the delegates to engage was remarkable, 
and all are returning home from The Hague with a cautious optimism. They will 
continue their efforts towards a peace agreement and rapprochement on the 
basis of the mutual trust that they have built over the course of this week.
 

 As future leaders, the delegates of the YPI believe that peace and reconciliation  
 can come to the region. This, however, will require leadership and understanding  
 from all sides. 

2
CONSENSUS

 The members of the Israeli and Palestinian delegations to the YPI have agreed that  
 the only solution to the conflict is the two state solution. 

 Both delegations have agreed that any future agreement should confer upon 
Palestinians and Israelis, respectively, equal rights within their own states. 

 Both delegations have agreed that any future agreement shall guarantee the right  
 to live in freedom, dignity, and without discrimination within each state.  
 Furthermore, both parties shall reciprocally provide for all persons to practise  
 religion freely within their sovereign states. 

a.

b.

b.

a.

c.
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 Both delegations recognise the impact of their societies’ actions on the internal  
 affairs of the other society, and will seek not to harm them. 

 Both delegations call for official negotiations to advance peace. These 
negotiations should be based on trust, respect, and understanding. Grass 
 roots initiatives, such as the YPI, should continue providing support to these 

 ends. 

 Both delegations agree that education is a fundamental right. Furthermore,  
 they stress that education in the eventual Israeli and Palestinian states must serve  
 to promote understanding about the religions, traditions, and cultures of  

 others. 

 Both delegations recognise safety as a basic need for both sides. 

3
 

UNRESOLVED ISSUES

The delegations express their gratitude for the honest and substantive discussion of 
the following issues. They emphasize that they hold deep respect for one another, 
and understand the opposing positions although they have not agreed. These issues 
include: 

On the Israeli side

a. Recognition of the Jewish national, historical, and religious bond to the Land of 
Israel;

b. Security and the removal of any existential threats to the state. 

On the Palestinian side

a. Recognition of the independent state of Palestine on the 1967 lines with East 
Jerusalem as its capital. There will be Palestinian sovereignty over the Muslim and 
Christian holy places in Jerusalem and Israeli sovereignty over the Jewish holy 
places;

Right of return for the Palestinian refugees based on international law;

Safe passage between the Gaza Strip and the West Bank;

d. The evacuation of all settlements. 

d.

e.

f.

g.

b.
c.
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4
 

YOUTH PEACE INITIATIVE

The Youth Peace Initiative Steering Group in the Netherlands will continue to be 
available to support, on request, any activity by the participants. 

The Youth Peace Initiative 
 
agrees to create the Youth Peace Initiative of Palestinians and Israelis (YPIPI)

a. A Core Group is to be formed of the five Palestinian and five Israeli YPI 2014 
participants. This group will meet once a month, alternatingly in Palestinian and 
Israeli territory. On the agenda will be the negotiation of the core issues and 
addressing our conflicting narratives, as well as issues of capacity building, 
confidence building, and future projects. 

 
b. In addition, two groups, respectively composed of Israelis and Palestinians, will be 

formed to discuss similar issues to those discussed in The Hague. Each group will 
provide a base to explore acceptable options on each side, and will meet once 
a month. Each Core group will meet with its respective national group.
 

c. The members of the Core group will also meet with their government officials to 
inform them about the objectives of YPI and to get their support and backing 
where and if needed. Any product of the Core group will also be presented to 
their respective governments to influence the political agendas and to encourage 
them to work towards a peaceful agreement.

 
d. The Core group will be in touch with local NGOs that are interested in peacebuilding 

to look at projects of common interest, once agreed upon by all members of the 
Core group.

e. Confidentiality will be ensured. 

f. The participants express a strong intention to meet for at least a year, no matter 
the situation in the region, while communicating through social media. 
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The International Peer Group of the Youth Peace Initiative 

shall be composed of persons living in conflict and post-conflict areas. The Group feels, 
out of a deep admiration for its peers from around the world, a responsibility to remain 
involved with the Israelis and Palestinians present this week. The participants reaffirm 
their commitment to sustainable peace and reconciliation in their own countries. 

The following concrete steps have been considered, and the Peer Group has agreed: 

a. To spread the understanding in their own countries that the Israeli-Palestinian  
conflict is not intractable, but can instead be solved with energetic and active 
youth participation.

b. To raise awareness of the need for a peaceful and sustainable solution between 
Israelis and Palestinians by facilitating cultural and social exchange.

c. To aspire to contribute constructively to the peace process, and pursue steps to 
build mutual trust with the international community.






