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Peace is a 
journey of a 

thousand miles 
and it must be 
taken one step 

at a time

- Lyndon B. Johnson



Our Common Future
Throughout the week of the conference, the attendees participated 
in a grueling, frank, and at times deeply challenging dialogue. While 
many found themselves frustrated and the discussions were often con-
tentious, we do believe that the experience taught each participant 
about both themselves and others. The participants are leaving with a 
new knowledge of both sides, and a greater understanding of the chal-
lenges that pave the way to peace. 

The participants left feeling that true dialogue is possible, but also ex-
traordinarily challenging on a personal and societal level. During the 
first days of the conference, the participants discussed two separate 
topics. The first was the path towards mutual trust, while the second 
was settlements. 
During the latter, the parties expressed their opinions involving settle-
ments, and believe the discussions must be continued. Both topics in-
volved strenuous conversations that challenged each attendee. 

The participants did, however, discuss certain issues of collective re-
sponsibility on both sides. By acknowledging responsibility, the sides 
do not admit that they are at fault – they do, nonetheless, acknowl-
edge that these are issues that they must answer for as members of 
their own societies. Additionally the participants agreed to move past 
their differences to discuss and design programs to build mutual trust 
between Israelis and Palestinians. Below are the issues of responsibil-
ity and programs chosen by each delegation, which they will consider 

Issue of Responsibility
In this section, each delegation has chosen to speak only for itself by 
acknowledging that as members of their own societies, they do not 
bear personal responsibility for the actions of their compatriots. They 
do, however, agree that they must speak for these actions at large, 
and cannot act as though the participants bear no relation to these 
actions.



On the Palestinian Side

On the Israeli Side

As members of Palestinian society, the Palestinians regret and must 
speak for any violence against civilians coming from their society. 
They also recognize that Palestinian media occasionally provides a 
narrow vision of Israeli society, and does not represent that society’s 
full diversity, in particular the elements of it that promote peace.

The Israeli Delegation, in turn, recognizes that one-sided decisions, 
such as the Gaza pullout, are counterproductive in the path to peace. 
Additionally, the delegation recognizes that certain statements by Is-
raeli leaders have negatively influenced how Palestinians perceive Is-
raeli society, and that the Israeli delegation should speak for these 
incidents honestly.



Nominated Programs
On the Israeli Side

Hacking for Peace
 The Israeli delegation proposes a “hackathon,” an event in which 
engineers, programmers, and others who are technically gifted work 
together in teams for long periods of time – often 24 hours or more 
– to collaboratively design a solution for a specific challenge. In this 
case, the challenge would be to create an application that promotes 
mutual understanding between Israelis and Palestinians, and the prize 
for the most original project may include funding for the group that 
designed it.

Open Screen
 The Israeli delegation also proposes to create publicly acces-
sible television screens – either permanent or mobile – that would be 
placed in a public location in Israeli and Palestinian cities and con-
nected with one another by video conference. Normal citizens could 
use these screens to speak to their counterparts in other cities.

Professorial Exchanges
 Due to the critical role of education in the conflict, the Israeli 
delegation also recommends that Palestinian and Israeli universities 
agree to exchange lecturers to discuss non-political topics with stu-
dents in Israeli and Palestinian universities. A Palestinian chemist, for 
instance, may be invited to discuss her or his expertise with Israeli 
students, while an Israeli specialist may to the same. By discussing 
non-political issues, the delegation believes that the program may 
highlight the diversity of talent on both sides.

Joint Film Competition
 Finally, the Israeli delegation recognizes the importance of cul-
tural narratives in the conflict, and recommends a program that would 
bring Palestinian and Israeli filmmakers together to create joint proj-
ects, and provide an award to the most original film.



On the Palestinian Side

Field Tours in Affected Communities
 The Palestinian community proposes mutual tours of conflict-
affected communities on both sides, with a special focus on providing 
each side a diverse view of the communities of the other. The delega-
tions would consider all necessary legal and regulatory issues in ad-
vance.

After-School Courses on Language and Culture
 In recognition of the importance that early education plays in 
the lives of children affected by conflict, the Palestinian delegation 
proposes educational programs on Arabic, Hebrew, and both Jewish 
and Palestinian Culture for school children on both sides. 

Art Workshops for Children
 In addition to the previous point, the Palestinian delegation also 
suggests a program to bring children from both sides to participate in 
joint art projects and lessons, such as painting and music lessons that 
focus on depictions of peace.

Exhibitions for Palestinian and Israeli Artists
 Given the importance of personal expression in conflicts, the 
Palestinian delegation recommends a joint art exhibition between Is-
raeli and Palestinian artists, focusing on the theme of peace, in order 
to expose both Palestinians and Israelis to depictions of peace from 
different perspectives.

Joint Workshops for Israeli and Palestinian Journalists
 Throughout the conference, both sides discussed the problems 
that arise from media bias on both sides. To address this issue, the Pal-
estinian delegation proposes join forums for journalists on both sides 
to discuss issues such as reporting techniques for violent events, de-
pictions of military incidents, and depictions and definitions of terror-
ist incidents.




