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 With our efforts and your help 
  With our will and your support 
  With the board and our delegates 
  With you on board
  Together 
  We can build our future.
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  General Information

Name of organisation   Stichting Youth Peace Initiative
Address     Admiraal de Ruijterweg 439-2, 1055ME, Amsterdam
Telephone number   +31(0)614350177
Bank name    ING Bank N.V.
Branch address    Schuttersveld 18, 2316 ZC Leiden
Bank account number   0006436666
Bank account name   Youth Peace Initiative
Swift code    INGBL2A
IBAN number    NL26INGB0006436666
Chamber of Commerce   60287969 
PBO (ANBI) number   853845190
Aims of organisation   To involve young people in international peace issues and to
      do anything that is directly or indirectly related thereto and
     conducive to that cause in its broadest sense. YPI seeks to
     achieve its objective, inter alia, by organising (international)
     meetings.
Personnel capacity 2016   6 board members, unpaid. 
Board 2016    Mr. T. Brouwer – Chairman
     Mr. P.J. Goethart – Secretary
     Ms. B. Horbeek – Treasurer
     Ms. E. Grisnich – Programme Cordinator
     Ms. D. Schepers – Programme Cordinator
     Ms. C. H. Schuringa – Programme Cordinator

The foundation is named: “Stichting Youth Peace Initiative” (YPI). It was founded on March 18th, 2014 by Thed A. 
Brouwer, Paul C. W. Derikx and Margrit R. Frequin.

The expenses of the foundation are covered by grants and donations, gifts, inheritances, legacies and other 
acquisitions and benefits. 

Board members and other workers enjoy no remuneration for their work.

The YPI Foundation has an ANBI status, which means that it is recognized by the Dutch government as a Public 
Benefit Organisation.
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Dear reader, 

Over the last few years, the Youth Peace Initiative (YPI) has brought Palestinian and Israeli youth together with 
the goal to advance positive engagement of youth to the overall peace process between the societies.  

Starting in 2014 with a group of seventeen participants in The Hague - five Israelis, five Palestinians and seven 
international peers - the initiative has slowly grown to a large group with more than twenty-five enthusiastic 
and active delegates and many more affiliated young adults discussing the current situation within- and in in-
teraction with each other’s societies and developing ideas for a sustainable solution. Along with the expansion 
of the amount of youth participating, the Youth Peace Initiative grew as an organisation in facilitating, monitor-
ing and enhancing the process of getting the two sides together. 

In 2016 YPI has worked to ensure programmatic impact and organizational sustainability. Besides working on 
the Israeli/Palestinian initiative, in 2016 YPI started setting up a new initiative with regard to the Syrian peace is-
sue. Also YPI informed youth from the Netherlands by organizing a lecture programme. This document entails 
an overview of all organized activities and a financial summary of the mentioned period. 

The Youth Peace Initiative wishes to express its sincere gratitude for the confidence, trust, and support, which 
it received from our many donors and partners.

Questions regarding the report are most welcome and can be mailed to info@youthpeaceinitiative.net.

On behalf of the Board,

Yours sincerely,

Thed Brouwer

Chairman

   Introduction

“We, youth of the world’s regions in 
conflict, have come to The Hague 
to put our differences behind us and 
pursue a better future. We remember 
the past, but choose not to remain 
captive to it. Instead, we seek to 
move past the mistakes of previous 
generations and to achieve peace 
together.”

- Opening statements of 
‘Our Common Future I’
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In 2016, the Youth Peace Initiative worked to:

− Enhance youth involvement in the peace pro-
cess between the Israelis and Palestinians;

− Give youth a voice, for a new, positive signal 
in a conflict that has been lasting for several decades;

− Build a group, through conferences to ensure 
a base of trust and respect amongst the conflicting 
parties necessary for future efforts of the initiative;

− Train groups; through workshops for 
strengthen group dynamics and capacity;

− Facilitate gatherings, by taking care of all re-
quired preconditions to meet (safe space, safe pas-
sage, permits, transport etc.);

− Facilitate meetings at both grassroots level in 
society, and top-down with government officials and 
foreign diplomats;

− Organize meetings at diplomatic institutions;  
and

  Overview activities 2016

“I very much support projects of collaboration between Palestinians and Israelis. We 

have to invest more than ever in Projects like the interesting programme by the Youth 

Peace Initiative. […] Seventeen young adults from all over the world gathered in The 

Hague to discuss a Roadmap to Peace. I encourage such projects. [...]Palestinians and 

Israeli’s hardly have any contact with each other, which is a major problem. […] There-

fore, I find it truly important to pay attention to this project.”

- Dutch Minister of Foreign Affairs Koenders, Dutch Parliament 09/12/2015

− Function as an advisory organ.

To reach the goals YPI had set, YPI organised activi-
ties in both the Netherlands as the Israeli and Palestin-
ian region. An overview of all organised activities can 
be found on the following pages. The overview is split 
in two parts, firstly an overview of all activities with 
regard to the Israeli and Palestinian delegations and 
secondly an overview of activities in the Netherlands.

To sum up, YPI has organised:

− 26 activities for the Israeli and Palestinian del-
egations prior to, and after the conference

− 1 large and 1 small conference in the Nether-
lands

− Numerous meetings in the Israeli/Palestinian 
region with experts, politicians and diplomats, related 
to the Israeli/Palestinian peace issue

− 4 lectures and workshops in the Netherlands.
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Objective 1: Guarantee continuation of the efforts 
after the 2014 conference and 2015 meetings

The conference in 2014 created a base of trust and 
respect amongst five Israelis and five Palestinians. 
YPI’s first objective after the conference was to make 
sure that the group could continue their efforts back 
in the region after they had gained hope that they 
could contribute to any solution. Continuous contact 
and support from the Board in the Netherlands and 
advisory organizations in the region made it possible 
that the group remained together. This objective as 
realized, firstly, through the creation of a safe place for 
dialogue at the H.S. Truman Institute of the Hebrew 
University and the Committee for Interaction with the 
Israelis. Secondly, meetings took place with the dele-
gates to set the agenda for 2016 which resulted in a 
list of subjects to discuss over this period. Finally, the 
efforts between the two delegations were continued 
through group dynamics sessions and capacity build-
ing activities. 

Objective 2: Facilitate process of dialogue and rec-
onciliation

YPI has facilitated the process of dialogue and rec-
onciliation by continuous support to the delegations 
through organizing a platform for meetings. The sit-
uation in the region made it almost impossible for 
the group to organize meetings themselves. YPI has 
therefore provided support by organizing permits for 
the Palestinians, arranging spaces to meet in (East) 
Jerusalem or Area C, building functional relations be-
tween the delegations and the advisory institutions, 
making agenda’s, organizing transportation to the 
meetings, organizing the trainings, and mediating the 
dialogue conversations when necessary. 

Firstly, this was facilitated through the mediation be-
tween the two delegations. The absence of a truly 
trusted and neutral mediator in the region made that 
the group organised their dialogue sessions without a 
mediator. Meetings were facilitated by YPI, and medi-
ated by YPI if deemed necessary. 

Given the deteriorating situation in the region in the 

second half of 2015 and the beginning of 2016, sev-
eral meetings had to be cancelled for safety matters. 
To make sure the process would not get delayed be-
cause of the situation, the groups decided to move 
on with unilateral meetings and a ‘shuttle diplomacy’ 
form of dialogue between the groups facilitated by 
YPI. Later in the process, one of the international dele-
gates that joined the initiative at the 2014 conference, 
helped as mediator. The mediator was also present 
during the conference in June 2016 to provide media-
tion and guidance. 

Secondly, by working towards the organization of a 
second conference in 2016 to further discuss the 
points left on the agenda after the first conference. 
Both delegations had expressed their interest to 
broaden the delegation for more impact and include 
a wider representation of social and political back-
grounds in the delegation. Therefore, parallel to the 
meetings in the region, a recruitment process was set 
up on 1 September 2015, resulting in two delegations 
with a new total of ten active participants each. 

Prior to the YPI conference in the Netherlands in June 
2016, the existing and new delegates were trained in 
group dynamics and relevant subjects of the conflict. 
Each group gathered on various meetings to learn 
about narratives of the conflict, previous negotiations 
and agreements, visions of the other side, religious 
perspectives on the Holy Land and Jerusalem. The 
delegates themselves chose these subjects, with 
help from the institutions advisor and the facilitator. In 
2015, the groups discussed these subjects more gen-
erally. In 2016, the groups focused their meetings and 
trainings to prepare for the summit that took place in 
June 2016. 

Finally, the relevance, structure, and partners for the 
conference were subject to discussion during a gath-
ering of four Israeli and Palestinian delegation repre-
sentatives in the Netherlands in January 2016. Each 
group chose one specific subject that they wanted 
to bring to the table at the conference in June 2016. 
During the talks in Wassenaar the delegations and YPI 
Board evaluated the previous year of 2015 and the lat-
est circumstances in which the initiative took place in 

Activities in the Israeli-Palestinian region

Objectives and results
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the region. As an outcome of the small conference in 
January 2016, an agenda was formulated to prepare 
for the conference in June 2016. Both groups pre-
pared for the chosen issues with help of their adviso-
ry institutions. The short gathering in the Netherlands 
was combined and intertwined with YPI’s New Year’s 
Reception in The Hague on the 27 January 2016

Objective 3: Expand groups

There were three reasons to expand the group of 
participants, namely to increase impact, enhance in-
clusiveness, and to make the initiative more sustain-
able. To increase the impact from the YPI activities, 
the ambition arose to broaden the group to at least 
ten delegates on each side. Besides improving the im-
pact of the group, the group believed that including 
a broader (political) spectrum of youth to the Youth 
Peace Initiative group was necessary to have wider 

support from both societies. Although the selection of 
the new candidates was not only focused on political 
and social background, it was important to YPI not to 
organize a dialogue only for people who were already 
likely to agree. Instead, candidates were preferred that 
represent the various segments and opinions from 
within the society. 

Objective 4: Create outreach to society

Over the last three years YPI has tried to develop itself 
from a new and young initiative to a more profession-
al and well-recognized partner in the field of dialogue, 
negotiation and reconciliation. The diverse compo-
sition of the delegations made it possible to create 
greater outreach to society. Although there is still a 
long way to go, the groups opened up and cooperated 
with activities of other initiatives. 



9  

“Our region is also descending into turmoil. Since we met, the situation has deteriorated. 
People are suffering. Violence is everywhere. But we keep on meeting. “

“The Israeli and the Palestinian delegations went back to the Middle East with lots of energy and confidence 
in our ability to invest youths more into initiatives to advance peace and dialogue between our societies.” 

“Our shared belief is that the only way to 
bring peace is through the people.”

“From the beginning of the YPI, we have believed in the power of youths to raise their voice and 
mobilise their communities to push for an agreement. So, in the past year, the YPI has been 
organising to bring more people and widen our influence in our societies.”

“we have also tried to bring on board young students from 
groups and places where people do not usually feel concerned by 
the word ‘peace’.”“The fact that we’re still meeting is 

already an achievement. “

 “We will tell the youth in Israel and in Palestine that they have 
a future, and that they must be part of it and shape it.”

“We believe the youth - us! - are 
the future leaders of our coun-
tries and societies.”

- Statements from a joint speech, given by an
 Israeli and Palestinian YPI delegate (27/1/16)
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In line with the plans that were made by both delega-
tions, YPI organised its second conference regarding 
the Israeli/Palestinian peace issue from Sunday 28 
May till Friday 3 June. The expanded Israeli and Pal-
estinian delegations came to the Netherlands, where 
they spent an intensive week with workshops and di-
alogue. The Netherlands Institute for Multiparty De-
mocracy (NIMD) provided a workshop on the first day 
about stages in a negotiation. During the second day 
the group started with group dynamics/ trust building 
by sharing acknowledgements about their side of the 
conflict and the contribution to a negative effect on 
the conflict. Issues like incitement in the media, a lack 
of youth participation in official government bodies 
and the unprepared departure of the Israeli authori-
ties from Gaza were discusses among other issues. 
During the following two days both delegations pre-
sented their point of views on subjects that were cho-
sen prior to the conference.

After having met Mr. Robert Serry, former UN repre-
sentative to the Middle East peace process, during the 
YPI New Year’s Reception on 27 January 2016, the 
YPI delegates wished to invite him as the mediator 
between the delegations for the dialogue and negotia-
tion sessions at the conference in June. Therefore, Mr. 
Serry joined for the 3th and 4th day of the conference. 
Despite the good intentions from both the Board as 
well as Mr. Serry himself there was as mismatch of 
expectations from the side of the Israeli delegation in 
particular. This led to the earlier departure of Mr. Serry 
from the conference. However, YPI did not solely rely 
on Mr. Serry, but had also invited the NIMD and an 

American delegate to the 2014 conference to act as 
team of mediators. 

One of the week’s results is the document ‘Our Com-
mon Future II: Paving the road to sustainable peace’ 
(appendix 3). The documents’ opening lines carefully 
explain their experiences. 

“Despite the gruelling, frank, and at times deeply chal-
lenging dialogues, the participants were able to pres-
ent a document including a promise to continue the 
negotiations and listing the collective responsibility on 
both sides. By acknowledging responsibility, the sides 
do not admit that they are at fault – they do, none-
theless, acknowledge that these are issues that they 
must answer for as members of their own societies. 
[…] The participants agreed to move past their differ-
ences to discuss and design programmes to build 
mutual trust between Israelis and Palestinians. Their 
programme proposals, aimed at trust-building and 
transmitting tolerance, are included in ‘Our Common 
Future II.”

On the last day of the conference, the participants 
travelled to The Hague where they presented ‘Our 
Common Future II’ in Press Center Nieuwspoort, 
in presence of Dr. Abuznaid, head of the Palestinian 
Mission to the Netherlands and Mr. Divon, Israeli Am-
bassador to the Netherlands. Afterwards, YPI had the 
honour to meet the mayor of The Hague, Mr. Jozias 
van Aartsen.

The document itself is not the only result of the con-
ference week. Maybe even more important are the 

Conference 2016
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non-tangible results, the trust, respect, and friendship 
that were built. Three things that form the driving 
forces for the willingness to continue with this initia-
tive. The delegations returned to the region after an 
insightful and intensive conference. Although the road 
is long and hurdles continue to emerge, the partici-
pants will continue their pledge to bring peace to the 
region.

Follow up of the conference

Back in the region various evaluation meetings have 
taken place both within and between the delegations. 
Many participants needed to recover from the con-
ference experience where the deep roots of the con-
flict were felt even more than before and solutions 
seemed to be further away than ever. Although the 
general outcome was perhaps not the anticipated ad-

dition of significant new agreements or decisions on 
the basis of the ‘Our Common Future’ document that 
was written in 2014, it was a great personal experi-
ence for all participants. Israeli delegates, for instance, 
reaffirmed later that due to the in-depth content of the 
conference they felt a stronger urgency to come to 
a solution than ever before. Palestinian participants 
were impressed enthusiastic about the willingness 
they had seen to establish a Two State solution. 

The months following the conference the delegations 
met mainly in separate groups to evaluate the pro-
cess. Strong discussions were needed to re-affirm 
the strategy of each delegation, the purpose of future 
shared meetings and how to create an action plan on 
the outcomes of the conference. This has resulted in 
a new focus and approach that recognizes the diver-
sity within the delegations. 
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Besides its focus on dialogue between Israelis and 
Palestinians, YPI aims to inform the youth of the 
Netherlands on international relations and peace is-
sues, specifically regarding the Israeli and Palestinian 
context. Through so called ‘YPI-Lectures’ and work-
shops, university and high school students are edu-
cated about international relations and can debate 
the latest developments. In doing so YPI stimulates 
social entrepreneurship amongst both youth in con-
flict areas and the Netherlands. All activities organised 
in the Netherlands have been related to the Israeli Pal-
estinian peace issue in some way. 

Objective 1: inform the youth of the Netherlands on 
international relations and peace issues, the Israeli 
and Palestinian issue specifically

Objective 2: create impact, outreach and visibility

Essay Competition - September 2015/

January 2016

’What would I do if I was Abbas, Netanyahu, or myself 
to improve the peace process between the Israeli and 
Palestinians?’. For weeks, students had the chance to 
tackle this difficult question for YPI’s Essay Compe-
tition. YPI received creative, original and comprehen-
sive essays.

After evaluation by our jury (two academics and 

one journalist), three winners were selected and an-
nounced at YPI’s New Year’s Reception (27 January 
2016). The third place went to Kristiaan Koop who 
wrote a remarkable essay from all three perspec-
tives posed in the question. Eva Vaz Nave obtained 
the second place, by writing a comprehensive essay 
about political and social issues that form obstacles 
to peace. The winner of YPI’s Essay Competition is 
Bas Kleijweg. Instead of giving a general overview of 
the conflict, Bas chose to limit his essay to the topic 
of education. He wrote a detailed plan entitled ‘Peace 
is Knowledge’. According to Bas, ‘ignorance and 
short-sighted thinking are the factors that have led to 
the sad current state of the peace process’. He sug-
gested an educational exchange program as one way 
to create mutual understanding between Palestinian 
and Israeli students. However, throughout his essay 
he remained critical as he explained the limitations of 
such a program. 

New Year ’s Reception - 27 January 2016

YPI hosted its New Year’s Reception on Wednesday 
27 January 2016 at the Museum of Literature (Let-
terkundig Museum) in The Hague. The afternoon 
started with an introduction by our Chairman Thed 
Brouwer, in which both past events of 2015 and YPI’s 
plans for 2016 were highlighted. Ex-UN Coordinator 
for the Middle East, Mr. Robert Serry gave a lecture on 
the question “If not the two-state solution, what else?” 
He shared his experiences as a diplomat in the region 

Activities in the Netherlands

Objectives and results
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and gave enlightening insights. Mr. Serry participated 
in many high level discussions with the leading actors 
in the conflict. In his opinion, the settlement policy of 
Israel in the West Bank is a major stumbling block for 
peace, as well as the divided leadership in Palestine 
between West Bank and Gaza. Mr. Serry was followed 
up by a speech by two of our Palestinian and Israeli 
delegates. They spoke about their struggles and ac-
complishments and their visions for the future. The 
afternoon closed with drinks where the guests and 
speakers had the opportunity to talk to each other and 
discuss the issues raised in the speeches.

High School Event - 9 February 2016

On Tuesday 9 February YPI organised an event solely 
for high school students from and around The Hague. 
In the early afternoon, the first students attending this 
day entered the beautiful auditorium of the Interna-
tional School of The Hague. First on the program was 
a lecture by Sylva van Rosse representing the Neth-
erlands Institute for Multiparty Democracy (NIMD), 
explaining the ways in which the NIMD helps develop 
stable governments throughout the world. Following 
her speech, there were two workshops. André Krouw-
el and Daan Aalders gave the first workshop from the 
Election Compass (KiesKompas). Through an inter-
active game, the students learned to form an opinion 
about sensitive issues. Paul Meerts, who is attached 
to the Clingendael Institute, gave the second work-
shop. With an interesting case study, he showed the 

ins and outs of diplomatic negotiation and the most 
difficult challenges of diplomacy.

Education for Peace Event - 10 May 

2016 

On 10 May 2016, YPI organised a lecture on ‘Educa-
tion for Peace’. The evening was all about how edu-
cation can be used as a tool to promote peace and 
reconciliation. YPI invited Donia Khraishi and Leehoo 
Pansky, respectively a Palestinian and Israeli student 
from the United World College (UWC) Maastricht, to 
elaborate on the importance of the subject. Nedal Zah-
ran, board member for selecting Palestinian students 
to the UWC, and Oded Rose, founder of the Eastern 
Mediterranean High School in Israel, also contributed 
to the discussion. The evening was held in The Hague 
Institute for Global Justice and was sold out.
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  Finance 2015-2016

Income

Amount in Euros
Funds 50.431

Crowdfunding 560
Friends of YPI 545

Own contribution 14.451

Total 65.870

Expenses

Amount in Euros

Organisational costs 2.787

Activity costs 62.660

Other costs 423

Total 65.870

Organisational costs are expenses for the functioning of YPI as an organisation and include legal fees, adminis-
tration costs, communication and promotion costs, and project development costs.

Activity costs are expenses for activities organised by YPI and include costs for workshops, lectures, and confer-
ences, travel costs for guest speakers and promotion for the event. 

The category other costs includes bank fees and other general expenses.

Contributions via crowdfunding concern single donations.

Contributions of Friends of YPI concern recurring donations.

Own contribution covers the cost of projects that were to be held in 2015, but that have been postponed and 
organised in 2016.
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1-1-2016 31-12-2016 Amount in Euros
Transaction account 1 4.377 1.728

Transaction account 2 1.245 500
Savings account 12.000 45

Accounts receivable 2.092 2.500

Total 19.714 4.773

 

Assets

31-12-2016 1-1-2016 31-12-2016 Amount in Euros
Current liabilities 14.766 4773

Reserves 4.984

Total 19.750 4.773

Liabilities
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  Appendix
1. Speech Israeli and Palestinian YPI delegate at New Year’s Reception 

 27-1-2016
“Last year, we came here to the Hague to meet with other young people from conflict zones. The Israeli and the 
Palestinian delegations went back to the Middle East with lots of energy and confidence in our ability to invest 
youths more into initiatives to advance peace and dialogue between our societies. We believe the youth - us! - are 
the future leaders of our countries and societies. 

When we were here last year, we outlined together a document in which we described what we agreed on and 
what was still unresolved. We have been discussing these issues since then. But our region is also descending 
into turmoil. Since we met, the situation has deteriorated. People are suffering. Violence is everywhere. But we 
keep on meeting. We have met in Jerusalem, and we have met in Ramallah.

Our shared belief is that the only way to bring peace is through the people. This is a conflict between two so-
cieties. Not two armies. Or two governments. From the beginning of the YPI, we have believed in the power of 
youths to raise their voice and mobilise their communities to push for an agreement. So, in the past year, the YPI 
has been organising to bring more people and widen our influence in our societies. The Palestinian group has 
grown from 5 people to more than 10 members. We have looked for people with different backgrounds and po-
litical opinions. We’ve formed a group of young leaders who believe in their power to change our future. It cannot 
continue as present.

On the Israeli side, we have also tried to bring on board young students from groups and places where people 
do not usually feel concerned by the word ‘peace’. We have grown to 10 people. The fact that we’re still meeting 
is already an achievement in the difficult situation that we live in. We speak about our lives and how we live. We 
learn about each other. But it is not enough. We have now a strong group of young leaders. We must now delve 
into our narratives. Our people’s stories. We want to deepen the conversation about the core issues. So we are 
now in the Hague to plan our next summit. 

We want to take a fresh approach at the core issues of the conflict. At the end of our next summit, we will have a 
document that describes our discussion. We will explain where we agreed, and we will affirm that we are willing 
to talk with each other. We are fighting with our words, not weapons. We will present it to our leaders and to our 
societies. We will tell the youth in Israel and in Palestine that they have a future, and that they must be part of it 
and shape it.

With our efforts and your help. With our will and your support. With the board and our delegates. With you on 
board. Together. We can build our future.”
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We, youth of the world’s regions in conflict, have come to The Hague to put our differences behind us and pursue 
a better future. We remember the past, but choose not to remain captive to it. Instead, we seek to move past the 
mistakes of previous generations and to achieve peace together.

Half of the joint population of Israelis and Palestinians is below the age of 25. Their futures are, and will remain, 
captive to the errors of the past unless they are involved in creating a sustainable peace. This leads us to believe 
that a grass roots, youth-led initiative has the power to build hope among young Israelis and Palestinians. In the 
following pages, we seek to provide a first step on this road to peace.

1. Experience

a. Throughout this process, a deep belief has grown among the delegates of the Youth Peace Initiative 
(YPI) that peace between Israelis and Palestinians is possible. The mutual respect and willingness of the dele-
gates to engage was remarkable, and all are returning home from The Hague with a cautious optimism. They 
will continue their efforts towards a peace agreement and rapprochement on the basis of the mutual trust that 
they have built over the course of this week.

b. As future leaders, the delegates of the YPI believe that peace and reconciliation can come to the region. 
This, however, will require leadership and understanding from all sides. 

2. Consensus 

a. The members of the Israeli and Palestinian delegations to the YPI have agreed that the only solution to 
the conflict is the two state solution. 

b. Both delegations have agreed that any future agreement should confer upon Palestinians and Israelis, 
respectively, equal rights within their own states. 

c. Both delegations have agreed that any future agreement shall guarantee the right to live in freedom, 
dignity, and without discrimination within each state. Furthermore, both parties shall reciprocally provide for all 
persons to practise religion freely within their sovereign states.  

d. Both delegations recognise the impact of their societies’ actions on the internal affairs of the other soci-
ety, and will seek not to harm them. 

e. Both delegations call for official negotiations to advance peace. These negotiations should be based on 
trust, respect, and understanding. Grass roots initiatives, such as the YPI, should continue providing support to 
these ends. 

f. Both delegations call for official negotiations to advance peace. These negotiations should 
be based on trust, respect, and understanding. Grass roots initiatives, such as the YPI, should continue providing 
support to these ends. 

g. Both delegations agree that education is a fundamental right. Furthermore, they stress that education in 
the eventual Israeli and Palestinian states must serve to promote understanding about the religions, traditions, 
and cultures of others. 

h. Both delegations recognise safety as a basic need for both sides.

2. ‘Our Common Future: Paving the Road for Sustainable Peace’  - 

         2014
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3. Unresolved issues: 

The delegations express their gratitude for the honest and substantive discussion of the following issues. They 
emphasize that they hold deep respect for one another, and understand the opposing positions although they 
have not agreed. 
These issues include: 

On the Israeli side

a. Recognition of the Jewish national, historical, and religious bond to the Land of Israel;

b. Security and the removal of any existential threats to the state. 

On the Palestinian side

a. Recognition of the independent state of Palestine on the 1967 lines with East Jerusalem as its capital. 
There will be Palestinian sovereignty over the Muslim and Christian holy places in Jerusalem and Israeli sover-
eignty over the Jewish holy places;

b. Right of return for the Palestinian refugees based on international law;

c. Safe passage between the Gaza Strip and the West Bank;

d. The evacuation of all settlements. 

4. The Youth Peace Initiative 

The Youth Peace Initiative Steering Group in the Netherlands will continue to be available to support, on request, 
any activity by the participants.

The Youth Peace Initiative agrees to create the Youth Peace Initiative of Palestinians and Israelis (YPIPI)

a. A Core Group is to be formed of the five Palestinian and five Israeli YPI 2014 participants. This group will 
meet once a month, alternatingly in Palestinian and Israeli territory. On the agenda will be the negotiation of the 
core issues and addressing our conflicting narratives, as well as issues of capacity building, confidence building, 
and future projects.

b. In addition, two groups, respectively composed of Israelis and Palestinians, will be formed to discuss 
similar issues to those discussed in The Hague. Each group will provide a base to explore acceptable options on 
each side, and will meet once a month. Each Core group will meet with its respective national group.

c. The members of the Core group will also meet with their government officials to inform them about the 
objectives of YPI and to get their support and backing where and if needed. Any product of the Core group will 
also be presented to their respective governments to influence the political agendas and to encourage them to 
work towards a peaceful agreement.

d. The Core group will be in touch with local NGOs that are interested in peacebuilding to look at projects 
of common interest, once agreed upon by all members of the Core group.
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e. Confidentiality will be ensured. 

f. The participants express a strong intention to meet for at least a year, no matter the situation in the 
region, while communicating through social media. 

The International Peer Group of the Youth Peace Initiative shall be composed of persons living in conflict and 
post-conflict areas. The Group feels, out of a deep admiration for its peers from around the world, a responsibility 
to remain involved with the Israelis and Palestinians present this week. The participants reaffirm their commit-
ment to sustainable peace and reconciliation in their own countries. 

The following concrete steps have been considered, and the Peer Group has agreed:

a. To spread the understanding in their own countries that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is not intractable, 
but can instead be solved with energetic and active youth participation.

b. To raise awareness of the need for a peaceful and sustainable solution between Israelis and Palestinians 
by facilitating cultural and social exchange.

c. To aspire to contribute constructively to the peace process, and pursue steps to build mutual trust with 
the international community.
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Vraag van Prof. Nico Schrijver: 
“...Ik wil ook een sprankje hoop noemen. We hebben in Den Haag een heel interessant initiatief gehad van inter-
nationale jongeren om Israëlische en Palestijnse jongeren samen te brengen. De heer Van der Linden en ik zijn 
daarbij vanuit de Eerste Kamer betrokken geweest. De ambtsvoorganger van deze minister heeft de jongeren, 
die bijvoorbeeld ook uit Afrika, Bosnië-Herzegovina en Midden- Amerika kwamen, ontmoet. Dat heeft geleid tot 
een slotdocument dat is opgesteld op het instituut Clingendael. Kan de minister hier nog iets mee? Het zijn natu-
urlijk heel kleine dingen, maar deze kunnen soms helpen om een sfeer te creëren waarin met elkaar kan worden 
gesproken en waarin men elkaar een beetje hoop kan geven. Het document heet ook: Our common future...”

Antwoord van Minister Koenders: 
“...Dan kom ik op de projecten voor samenwerking tussen de Palestijnen en de Israëli’s. Ik ben er een groot voor-
stander van. Daarom heb ik bij de begrotingsbehandeling in de Tweede Kamer de bedragen ook verhoogd. We 
moeten meer dan ooit daarin investeren. Er zijn heel interessante programma’s, waaronder het programma YPI 
(Youth Peace Initiative) dat de heer Schrijver noemde. Ik meen dat meerderen hier, onder wie de heer Van der 
Linden, daarbij betrokken zijn. Volgens mij was de heer Putters er vroeger ook bij betrokken. Zestien jongeren uit 
de hele wereld waren bij elkaar voor hun Road Map to Peace. Ik ben heel erg voor dat type projecten. Er groeien 
na de bouw van de muur nu generaties Israëli’s en Palestijnen op die nauwelijks meer contact met elkaar hebben. 
Dat is het grootste probleem. Die muur heeft in de interpretatie van sommigen de veiligheid vergroot. Dat zou 
kunnen, maar de spanningen nemen toe doordat men elkaar niet meer kent. Er zijn ook bijna geen vredeskampen 
meer, niet aan Israëlische kant en bijna niet meer aan Palestijnse kant. Vroeger werd er in ieder geval nog gespro-
ken. Vroeger waren er allerlei dialogen en werd daarin geïnvesteerd. Daarom zijn die initiatieven waardevol. Wij 
hebben het bedrag verhoogd, niet alleen voor dit project. Ik weet eigenlijk niet of het voor dit project an sich ver-
hoogd is, maar er is een groot aantal projecten, bijvoorbeeld tussen de Birzeit University en The Hebrew Univer-
sity of Jerusalem. Met de posten kijk ik ook naar projecten op het gebied van religie en tolerantie, naar aanleiding 
van wat er is gebeurd in Jeruzalem. We hebben het bedrag dus verhoogd. Ik vind het absoluut belangrijk om hier 
tegen de stroom in aandacht aan te besteden...”

3. Speech Dutch Minister of Foreign Affairs Koenders, Senate 09-12-2014 (in 
Dutch)
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4. Our Common Future II - 2016
Throughout the week of the conference, the attendees participated in a grueling, frank, and at times deeply 
challenging dialogue. While many found themselves frustrated and the discussions were often contentious, we 
do believe that the experience taught each participant about both themselves and others. The participants are 
leaving with a new knowledge of both sides, and a greater understanding of the challenges that pave the way to 
peace. 

The participants left feeling that true dialogue is possible, but also extraordinarily challenging on a personal and 
societal level. During the first days of the conference, the participants discussed two separate topics. The first 
was the path towards mutual trust, while the second was settlements. 
During the latter, the parties expressed their opinions involving settlements, and believe the discussions must be 
continued. Both topics involved strenuous conversations that challenged each attendee. 

The participants did, however, discuss certain issues of collective responsibility on both sides. By acknowledging 
responsibility, the sides do not admit that they are at fault – they do, nonetheless, acknowledge that these are is-
sues that they must answer for as members of their own societies. Additionally the participants agreed to move 
past their differences to discuss and design programs to build mutual trust between Israelis and Palestinians. 
Below are the issues of responsibility and programs chosen by each delegation, which they will consider

Issue of Responsibility
In this section, each delegation has chosen to speak only for itself by acknowledging that as members of theirown 
societies, they do not bear personal responsibility for the actions of their compatriots. They do, however, agree 
that they must speak for these actions at large, and cannot act as though the participants bear no relation to 
these actions.

On the Palestinian side

As members of Palestinian society, the Palestinians regret and must speak for any violence against civilians 
coming from their society. They also recognize that Palestinian media occasionally provides a narrow vision of 
Israeli society, and does not represent that society’s full diversity, in particular the elements of it that promote 
peace.

On the Israeli side

The Israeli Delegation, in turn, recognizes that one-sided decisions, such as the Gaza pullout, are counterproduc-
tive in the path to peace. Additionally, the delegation recognizes that certain statements by Israeli leaders have 
negatively influenced how Palestinians perceive Israeli society, and that the Israeli delegation should speak for 
these incidents honestly.

Nominated programs

On the Israei side

Hacking for Peace
 The Israeli delegation proposes a “hackathon,” an event in which engineers, programmers, and others 
who are technically gifted work together in teams for long periods of time – often 24 hours or more – to collab-
oratively design a solution for a specific challenge. In this case, the challenge would be to create an application 
that promotes mutual understanding between Israelis and Palestinians, and the prize for the most original proj-
ect may include funding for the group that designed it.
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Open Screen
 The Israeli delegation also proposes to create publicly accessible television screens – either permanent 
or mobile – that would be placed in a public location in Israeli and Palestinian cities and connected with one an-
other by video conference. Normal citizens could use these screens to speak to their counterparts in other cities.

Professorial Exchanges
 Due to the critical role of education in the conflict, the Israeli delegation also recommends that Palestin-
ian and Israeli universities agree to exchange lecturers to discuss non-political topics with students in Israeli and 
Palestinian universities. A Palestinian chemist, for instance, may be invited to discuss her or his expertise with 
Israeli students, while an Israeli specialist may to the same. By discussing non-political issues, the delegation 
believes that the program may highlight the diversity of talent on both sides.

Joint Film Competition
 Finally, the Israeli delegation recognizes the importance of cultural narratives in the conflict, and rec-
ommends a program that would bring Palestinian and Israeli filmmakers together to create joint projects, and 
provide an award to the most original film.

On the Palestinian side

Field Tours in Affected Communities
 The Palestinian community proposes mutual tours of conflict-affected communities on both sides, with 
a special focus on providing each side a diverse view of the communities of the other. The delegations would 
consider all necessary legal and regulatory issues in advance.

After-School Courses on Language and Culture
 In recognition of the importance that early education plays in the lives of children affected by conflict, 
the Palestinian delegation proposes educational programs on Arabic, Hebrew, and both Jewish and Palestinian 
Culture for school children on both sides. 

Art Workshops for Children
 In addition to the previous point, the Palestinian delegation also suggests a program to bring children 
from both sides to participate in joint art projects and lessons, such as painting and music lessons that focus on 
depictions of peace.

Exhibitions for Palestinian and Israeli Artists
 Given the importance of personal expression in conflicts, the Palestinian delegation recommends a joint 
art exhibition between Israeli and Palestinian artists, focusing on the theme of peace, in order to expose both 
Palestinians and Israelis to depictions of peace from different perspectives.

Joint Workshops for Israeli and Palestinian Journalists
 Throughout the conference, both sides discussed the problems that arise from media bias on both 
sides. To address this issue, the Palestinian delegation proposes join forums for journalists on both sides to dis-
cuss issues such as reporting techniques for violent events, depictions of military incidents, and depictions and 
definitions of terrorist incidents.






